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Author Bio

Erick Jones is the great-grandson of Evans-

ville, Indiana Police Captain Andy Friedle,
the officer in charge of the infamous police
“booze boat” which was used for bootleg-
ging. But, his family's ties to prohibition
don't end fthere. He is also the great-
grandson of former Vanderburgh County
Sheriff Deputy Jesse Jones, who later be-

came a federal prohibition agent.

His debut book, Wide Open Evansville, is
the culmination of several years of research
and tells the true story of the 1920 whiskey
rng conspiracy using the prosecutor's own
notes, witness statements, and the trial

transcript.

Although he currently lives in Ohio, he has
fond memories of spending summers as a

child with his grandparents in Evansville.




Book Bio

What began as a genealogy search, grew into an in-depth examination of a fasci-
nating period in Evansville's history when Indiana instituted prohibition while Ken-
tucky, just across the Ohio River, did not. Evansville was a brewery town with a
strong German culture at the time, and it struggled to stay away from liquor. It
earned a reputation of being wide open when its Chief of Police, Edgar Schmitt,
was prosecuted in the 1920 Evansville whiskey ring conspiracy.

The author is the great-grandson of Evansville Police Captain Andy Friedle, the
officer in charge of the infamous police "booze boat" which was used for bootleg-
ging. This authentic account covers the forgotten details of the story and reveals
things that were never brought to light.

Readers can finally learn the truth about this historic event and get answers to key
guestions, such as who was involved. The author's remarkable insight into this
period provides a unique window into the past, revealing a complex and intriguing
narrative that will captivate,‘ readers from start to finish.
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AN Chapter 2: Prohibition Comes to Indiana

Indiana House passed the Wright-Dorrell prohibition bill (House Bill number
received-as big news since it wasn't the first time the house or se}r?o’re
hibition. Previously, the bills would die before being approved by both
wever, the Indiana Senate also passed the bill. Titled, “An act prohibiting the
manufactu e, gift, advertisement oktransportation of intoxicating liquor except for certain ’
purposes and Uhder certain conditions,”Govemor James P. Goodrich signed it in February of 1917 and it

became effective April 2, 1918.§ ould finally bring prohibition to Indiana. Howexer, ¢ ‘
JQ t about by the Eighteenth Amendnqerfiﬁt

this wasn’t the national prohibifi
: wouldn’'t come unfil 1919.

Many states instituted their own pror
e a lure for citizens of th

the REed “Bone Dry'! Ame
national Webb-Kenye
that had instituted
tion. )

. As a disspasive measure, the U.S. Congress péss
2R3 9 )7°Gdding o fine of $1,000%8r violating the
gﬁgnmfd’re Troﬁﬁé}ﬁq’rjon of liquor to sfo’r"e’s_'
ective simultégﬁé‘n'y,;sfy’vvi’rh Indiana’s prohibi-

-

: — A = .
In anticipatio f the looming prohibition, Cook’s Brewery created Cook's Dry Goldblum and
the Evansville B'ijving Association started selling Sterling Beverage, a new temperance drink
that tgsied like beer but had no “kick.” It worked to prefect this drink fog sevaeral years and
expeetediiisterseamlessly replace alcoholic drinks in the saloohs. Te?@ had
lofty expectations when they predicted that prohibition would reduce divorCes: efore
it's effective date it was harming families in a different way. Evansville’s first victim of prohibiticga--
was Ben Young, who had been employed at the Evansville Brewing Company. His boss told
him to look for a new job because he wouldn't be needed with the coming prohibition. After
struggling fo find a job and falling behind on his bills, he was charged with failure to provide
for his children. ‘ Vi _

Nationwide, there were twent vt r
Kentucky was not and the Ohio R
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N the river, but could not sell lig-
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very workers faced the pro-
Jlocal union bartenders
ensing soff drinks. Ev-
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DOWNLOADABLE PHOTOS

| appreciate requests for photographs for press use. Email and
let me know where you post your article so | can link to it.

-Thank you.
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Interview Questions

How difficult was it to research
this event?

What is your family connection to
this case?

Was Chief of Police Edgar
Schmitt merely the fall guy?

Why wasn’t Mayor Bosse ever
implicated?

Why was Sheriff Males indicted?

Who were the 78 people
indicted?

Why did the Courier Newspaper
turn on Bosse?

What are some of the
misconceptions of this case?

How can | see if | have a family
connection?

What did Chief Schmitt do while
in prison?
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What ever happened to the police
boat?

Did Chief Schmitt have a falling
out with Mayor Bosse?

Are you related to prohibition
agent Jesse Jones?

What resources did you use in your
research?

What made you write your book?

How did WWI and the Spanish Flu
factor into the story?

Was there any connection of
Benjamin Bosse to the KKK?

Why was Van Pickerill the
government’s star witness?

What happened to the policemen
that were guilty?

How did Fred Ossenberg secure
a pardoned?




Connect with
R. Erick Jones

Email: erick@wideopenevansville.com
Phone: 440-673-3305

Website: wideopenevansville.com
Facebook: facebook.com/WideOpenEvansville

Instagram: instagram.com/andyfriedle
Blog: https://www.wideopenevansville.com/blog
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